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WASHINGTON. April IS— 
The Central Intelligence' 
.Agency set up a secret base} 
in the Colorado Rockies to train; 
Tibetan guerrillas in mountain 
warfare in the late nineteen-' 
fifties, when there was an up-i 
rising against Chinese rule m 
Tibet, a new book discloses. 

In the book. “The Politics of 
(Lying," David Wise, theaqthor, 
said that the agency began 
training Tibetan refugees re 
cruited in India in 1958 In a. 
deserted World War II Army 
base near Leadville, Colo. The 
operation continued into the 
early months of the Kennedy 
Administration, he said. 

A spokesman for the agency 
said that there would be no 
, immediate comment on the re- 
'port. 

Mr. Wise, the former Wash- 
! ington bureau chief of The 
New York Herald Tribune and 
co-author of “The Invisible 1 
Government," a 1964 book 
about the Central Intelligent 
Agency, wrote that the Tibetan 
training program apparently 
ended abruptly in December, 
1961, six months after the Bay 
of Pigs fiasco and a few 
days after its cover was almost 
bLown in an airport near 
I Colorado Springs. 

Delayed by Bus Accident 

“Ironically, it was the snow 
and the mountains — the 
very factors that led the C.I.A. 
to select Colorado for the train- 
ing base — that almost caused 
I the operation to surface," M*. 
Wise wrote. A group of 
Tibetan trainees were loaded 
aboard a bus at the Arm*. 
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bus skidded off the road in the 
snow. As a result of the delay 
i aused by the accident, it was 
daylight when the Tibetans ar- 
rived at the field.*' 
i Once there, the book went 
on. overzealous military secur- 
ity officials herded the air- 
port’s employes around at gun- 
point, but not until at least 
one of them saw the Tibetans 




board the jet. 

Complaints to the local 
sheriff were made about the 
manhandling of the civilians, 
and a few .newspaper articles! 
describing the bizarre encoun 
ter were published in Colorado 
Springs and Denver. But, Mr.i 
Wise wrote “ 4 * “ * 



began"!" 
on a brief news-agency di.« 
patch about the incident, the 
book aaid, the office of Robert 
McNamara, who was then 
cretary of Defense, tele- 
oned the Washington Bureau 
The Times and asked that 
story not be used because 
'‘national security” reasons, 
“ie Times acquiesced. 

Wise wrote, in line with 
general newspaper practic 
those years of nert challenging 
the Government's definition of 
“national security.” 

The two top news officials 
in Washington for The Times 
in 1961, the bureau chief, 
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Camp reportedly was in 
Rockies 130 mile* from* : 
city of Colorado Springs ’ 
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James Reston. and the r. . : *Sa 
editor. Wallace Carroll ab*d 
yesterday that they did not rt , 
call the incident. Mr. Restc 1 -*; 
nofo a vice pfesj:ir:L- 
and cofumnisl- for The' time’s, : 
and Mr. Carroll is ^editor and 
publisher of the Journal and 
Sentinel in Winston-Salem, 
N. C. * ■ 

Jack Raymond, who was de-' 
fense correspondent for The 
Times in I9t»l, said yesterday 
that “I do remember at the time 
knowing abou' the incident 
and 1 don’t recall what pre- 
vented me from writing about 
it,” 

Mr. Raymond, who is now 
associated with the Aspen In- 
«ntut* for Humanistic Studies! 




That the issue caused some! 
“nerve-racking moments’* at 
the 'Central Intelligence ‘ 
Agency* s new $d6-nullid^ head- ‘ 
quarters in LangleY,7Ya . be- 1 
cause the incident o<yniri ed a/ 
week after President ■ 
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in New York, added in a Ude-| 
phone interview'. "I’m inclined 
to think that I didn't have 
••'/b information about it to} 
- si »' I have.no imme- 
diate 
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